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Beyond reasonable doubt 
Various issues related to criminal justice can be identified from the movie, Beyond Reasonable Doubt. The movie generally relates to criminal justice matters related to legal prosecution in cases of crimes involving murder or homicide. The movie depicts various criminal justice proceedings involved in the prosecution of a defendant, the judge, the courthouse as well as forensic evidence presented by the prosecution team. From the various matters in the movie, various law concepts and terms have been used throughout the course of the movie. The following are some of the major law-related issues related to the criminal justice identified in the movie. 

Defendant 
The defendant in criminal justice refers to the individual accused to have committed a certain crime. The defendant is prosecuted in a criminal court after being sued for a crime they committed or are accused to have committed (Fletcher, 2018). Various examples of defendants can be identified from the movie, “Beyond Reasonable Doubt” who is prosecuted through a court of law. CJ Nicholas who is an investigative reporter is the defendant in the murder case of Dorothy Ruth Owens. CJ is presented in court to answer the charges presented against him by the prosecution team. 
Defendant rights 
Defendant rights are rights that the defendant has when placed under arrest. These include a set of various rules and rights they can exercise during the period they're placed under law enforcement (Fletcher, 2018). These rights are usually read to the individual by the arresting officer at the time the individual is placed under arrest. In the movie, these rights are read out to CJ Nicholas including the reason for arrest, the right to remain silent as well as the right for an attorney. Detective Nickerson reads out these rights to CJ Nicholas as he places him under arrest for the murder case. 
The trial 
The trial is explained as a structured process in a court of law where a jury decides whether a defendant is guilty or innocent of the crime they are accused of based on the evidence presented by the prosecution team. The prosecution team during the trial presents the evidence available against the defendant and also questions various witnesses if available. The trial process in the movie includes a murder trial of CJ Nicholas where evidence and witnesses are used to determine whether CJ Nicholas is guilty or innocent. The trial process takes place in the First Judicial Court in the St of Louisiana, Parish of Caddo. 

Evidence 
Evidence in a legal trial is also an example of a concept depicted in the movie. Evidence includes the principles or rules used in proving the defendant's involvement in a crime. Some of the evidence presented in the prosecution of CJ Nicholas includes a pair of sweatpants with bloodstains as well as a pair of sneakers found in the defendant's house. 

Prosecution team 
The prosecution team includes the individuals involved in actively instituting the legal proceedings during a trial. The prosecution team is involved in investigating the crime, gathering evidence, and presenting it before a jury. The prosecution team can also question witnesses if available. The prosecution team in the murder case against CJ Nicholas is led by legal counselor Mr. Hunter. He is involved in various instances such as questioning a witness who was the owner of the dog that supposedly bit CJ Nicholas. 
Witness 
The witness in law is defined as the individual who volunteers or is compelled to provide testimonial evidence in a court of law regarding a certain crime. The individual may have been there during the occurrence of the crime or may include an individual who claims to have evidence about the issue. In the movie, an example of a witness is Mr. Tarlow Who claims to have seen a man with a knife who was attacked by his dog named Oliver. This is the same type of attack which caused wounds on the defendant. 

The Jury 
The Jury in a criminal case includes a team of individuals who listen to the evidence provided by the prosecution team against the defendant during a legal proceeding. The jury decides, based on the evidence provided from the scene of the crime and the witness evidence, whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty. The jury in the team is led by a judge who finds CJ Nicholas guilty of first-degree murder. 

Exhibit 
An exhibit includes pieces of materials presented as either objects or documents during a legal proceeding. In the legal prosecution of CJ Nicholas, there are various exhibits provided as evidence of the defendants' involvement in the crime.  An example is a knife marked Exhibit C, the sneakers owned by the defendant marked exhibit D, and a ski mask found in the defendant's house marked Exhibit E. 

Verdict 
The verdict is the final decision reached by the jury regarding whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty. The verdict is reported in court by the jury which mostly includes a judge. In the case of CJ Nicholas, the defendant is found guilty of first-degree murder and sentenced to death by lethal injection. 

Mistrial 
 A mistrial includes a legal proceeding which may not be completed successfully. A case can be considered a mistrial when there is misconduct in the prosecution team (Fletcher, 2018). In the murder case against CJ Nicholas, the jury is forced to overturn its initial verdict and declare the defendant not guilty after various cases of misconduct are identified on the gathering of the DNA evidence presented in court. 
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